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THE POSTWAR LIBRARY 


Each of us probably remembers when we were growing up how 
very drab, dark and uncomfortable most libraries were. One sergeant 
from the Middle West hit the nail on the head when he said, “I was 
always in haste to select my books and leave to read them in a more 
comfortable and less forbidding atmosphere. My conception of to- 
morrow’s library would read something like this: walls of glass brick 
to allow plenty of light to enter, comfortable individual chairs rather 
than the prescribed forbidding long tables and chairs—and there 
would be plenty of color, not too bright but pastel combinations, 
perhaps.” 


A bulky corporal from Washington state suggested, “‘A fireplace in 
the reading room to warm chill autumn and winter days would be an 
attractive feature.” 


Nine out of ten men with whom I talked made the same suggestion 
as this soldier from Indiana, “One of the most obvious lacks of our 
modern libraries today is comfortable chairs. . . . Concentration of 
thought or even enjoyment of our spare moments asks, nay, demands 
that our present hard-backed chairs must go.” 


And one subject that nearly all the men agree about is that of 
smoking. “Why shouldn’t we be allowed to smoke in a library?” 
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After talking to thousands of G I’s in the two years that I have been 
in Army library service, it seems to me that the G I wants the postwar 
library to be a place where he is welcome and comfortable, a place 
where suggestions for better service are acted upon, a place where in- 
formation can be obtained and knowledge received. But with all this 
they want it to be a community center where each individual has the 
opportunity to participate in that in which he is interested—in other 


words, a People’s College. 


—from What the G I wants in his postwar 
library, by Linda Bennett, in Library Journal 


BOOKS FOR THE TEEN AGE 
By Catherine T. Casey, Librarian, New Richmond Public Library 


Miss Casey’s paper, read at the Northwestern District meeting at Chippewa Falls 
in September, was presented as an informal letter addressed to the librarians of 


the district, 
August 10, 1944 
Dear Librarians: 

It’s much too warm to accomplish any- 
thing this afternoon so I am going to 
write you a letter about our city’s ado- 
lescent readers and how they use their 
library. 

A few years ago it seemed that our 
high school freshmen and sophomores 
were not using their public library as 
much as they should. Before we could 
take on the larger task of guiding these 
young readers we first tried to develop 
an understanding of adolescent concerns 
and sympathy for their personal prob- 
lems. No doubt but what we did waste 
precious minutes listening to long wind- 
ed discussions over trivial problems, but 
soon we discovered we were exchanging 
views and viewpoints on the ways of life 
as well as the standards of good and bad 
literature. 

It seemed high time to conduct our 
experiment in reading guidance. We 
chose fifty books, both fiction and non- 
fiction, and placed them on shelves near 
the children’s section. An arrow pointed 
the way, and with a few well chosen 
words to the right youngsters the shelves 
were empty by five o’clock. We quickly 
replenished the stock and watched the 
fun begin. The next couple of times we 


let the selection be the students’ own 
choice. 

But from then on the librarian took 
over and she used every trick in her 
trade to try to make them love books 
and reading. We watched an increased 
circulation and wondered when and if— 
Yes! it did happen—for one evening sev- 
eral juniors and seniors asked if we 
couldn’t do the same for them. 

Grade school library visits were al- 
ways a definite part of our year’s library 
program. Now seemed the proper time 
to visit high school and the natural place 
chosen to visit would be an English class. 
We had discussed the surprising success 
of our experiment with the English 
teachers and they were very cooperative 
and told us to come any time we wished. 

Because we still wished to keep our 
program very informal, we usually vis- 
ited these English classes on Friday 
when “free reading” was being held. The 
first time we sat back and watched how 
things were conducted. They had comic 
books, newspapers, magazines and books 
of their own choosing, and it was a re- 
velation even to a librarian who realized 
the wide variety of reading tastes. On 
another visit we chatted with Bill, Joan, 
Dick or Peggy about whatever they had 
chosen for that reading period. 
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We skipped a couple of weeks, and 
then one day we took about fifty books 
with us. We left the book jackets on 
and that very trick raised the value of 
the book about fifty per cent according 
to later reports from the students. For- 
got to tell you that these were copies of 
old favorites as well as many new titles. 

We tried to keep in mind that within 
these groups were several retarded read- 
ers, and had books that would appeal to 
them, too. We tried not to make them 
read from stereotyped lists—be it in 
English or any other school subject. It 
behooved the librarian to keep abreast 
of reading lists—choosing always the 
one that best fitted the group’s need at 
that particular time. We did our utmost 
to fit each book to its reader as well. 


A junior high school English teacher 
was very anxious to get an intelligent 
but scatter-brained group to really en- 
joy reading. We were glad to cooperate 
and invited them down for a visit at 
their public library. Again we kept 
things informal. We filled the reading 
tables with inviting books and scattered 
amongst the books were colorful book 
jackets. 

Soon they were deeply engrossed in 
their books—one could hear a pin drop. 
Peeking over shoulders we saw Gene was 
reading Wind in the rigging; Rita, Susan 
be smooth; Jane, Polly Tucker, merchant; 
Lois, Ann alive; Tom, a book on handi- 
crafts—and lazy Freddy had found the 
newspaper and yes, he was reading “‘Voo- 
jul” to his heart’s content. 

Then the public library became an 
English workshop. They had regular 
class assignments to complete during 
this period. Gradually they learned the 
use of the catalog, dictionaries, atlases 
and other reference books. This junior 
high group are now sophomores and 
juniors and the best boosters their pub- 
lic library could possibly desire. 

We were always willing to help the 
teachers make out reading lists as the 
need arose—so we were very pleased to 
help them select books last spring when 
they had an ample amount of money to 
spend. These books were for the kinder- 
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garten through senior high school. We 
tried to make each dollar do the work of 
three and avoided all unnecessary dupli- 
cation between the school and the pub- 
lic library. This fall we no doubt will 
lose a few borrowers, but their gain 
will be worth it and our motto will con- 
tinue to be “keep them reading.” 

May we tell you about how the war 
changed lives in our community—par- 
ticularly its effect on our teen-age group? 
We watched Jack poring over the globe 
and using the atlas every chance he could 
get; Jerry boning up on his mathematics 
with Hooper’s A mathematics refresher; 
Bill, Roger and Dick reading the new 
war books; as they were being added to 
the book collection, more of the young- 
sters were joining up. 

Almost before you could realize it they 
were right in there fighting on land, sea 
or in the air as the case might be. Prob- 
ably this is the place to relate an incident 
that many of you librarians could dupli- 
cate: requests from adolescents now over- 
seas to their own public libraries. Peggy, 
an army nurse in England, sent me a 
note requesting a collection of Irish es- 
says. Mrs. H. called one afternoon and 
said Dick wondered if we could send him 
a copy of Darrow’s Story of my life. 
From Italy came Bob’s note requesting 
his old favorite, Herrick’s Master of the 
Inn, The books were mailed out to them 
and our prayers and best wishes went 
along with each package. 


With the local war boom in industry 
they gradually needed more and more 
help, so before school closed last spring 
many high school youngsters were fac- 
tory workers for four and five hours 
daily—we wondered if it would require 
different library hours. It didn’t, but we 
did make a few library rules more elas- 
tic. True, the day’s circulation dropped 
somewhat, but as in other communities, 
the quality read was definitely superior 
to that of a year ago. 

We wanted to keep these teen-agers 
reading—so summer came along and we 
missed Bumpy, Gene, Dude; no screen 
door opening several times a day as it 
used to. You guessed it, they were right 
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in there pitching, be it factory, store or 
farm. We called them by phone and 
asked if they wanted books left at con- 
venient places due to their unusual work- 
ing hours: Yes, they did! They read less, 
but they appreciated the service and en- 
joyed the following books: 

Wind, sand and stars 

All American 

Ideas are weapons 

Knute Rockne 

The Arts 

Fair stood the wind for France 

Faith the root 

Our hearts were young and gay 

Victor book of the symphony 

The battle is the pay-off 

The steep ascent 

Northwest passage 

The Robe 

Lost Island 

I wanted to see 

Yankee from Olympus 

Jane Eyre 

Brothers under the skin 

13 against the odds 

Naturally much of the summer’s stu- 
dent help came from nearby small com- 
munities. Many of them used the library 
during spare time to rest and read. In 
introducing the library we talked over 
books with them, and a natural stopping 
place was at the teen-age section. Be- 
fore the summer was over many of them 
developed the library habit. We were 
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pleased at the list of books these young 
adults read and wanted: 

The Robe 

The yearling 

George Washington Carver 

A mathematics refresher 

River rising 

Arundel 

Song of Bernadette 

Seventeenth summer 

U. S. war aims 

Anthology of world poetry 

Susan tells Stephen 

Pride and prejudice 

Wuthering Heights 

A book of Americans 

Introducing Australia 

Vast horizons 

The human comedy 

Never no more 

Syrian Yankee 

The steep ascent 

Guadalcanal diary 

Burns Mantle play collections 

Fun of photography 

and of course, 

Lassie come home. 

With best wishes for a happy Library 
year, 

CATHERINE T. CASEY 

P. S. A tip to all librarians who work 
with an adolescent group—make wide 
use of the new Wilson publication Gate- 
ways to readable books. It’s an annotated 
list in many fields for retarded adolescent 
readers. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Eleanor Davis, Editor, Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Bayfield. The Bayfield Public Library 
has recently been reopened after being 
closed since June, 1943. This reopening 
is due to the initiative of the Bayfield 
Junior Civic League, whose members 
have reorganized the library, have pur- 
chased several hundred carefully select- 
ed new books from the proceeds of a 
carnival and an auction held during the 
summer, and have obtained city support 
for continued maintenance. Mrs. Bruce 
C. Prentice is the new librarian. 


Manitowoc. Doris M. Call, librarian, 
writes: “A submarine display we ar- 
ranged lately has, I believe, created 


more local interest than anything we 
have ever done. It brought people into 
the library who had never been before. 
The caption used for the display was: ‘A 
Salute to the Submarine Service,’ using 
red wooden letters on top of a large bul- 
letin board. The focal point was a large 
painted mural, showing a launching of 
a submarine, mounted on the bulletin 
board. With that we used photographs, 
painted and black-and-white insignia of 
the different submarines and pictures of 
submarines in action and being launched 
—al] of which were loaned to us by the 
artists and publicity directors of the 
Manitowoc Shipbuilding Company. 


December, 1944 


‘“‘We got together all the books on sub- 
marines we had and also obtained a loan 
of duplicates from the Traveling Li- 
brary. We also displayed a large number 
of magazines in which articles on sub- 
marines had appeared, as well as special 
issues of the Keel Block, the shipbuild- 
ing company magazine. An information 
quiz entitled ‘Are you sub conscious’ 
compiled by one of the staff members, 
created much interest.” 


Mayville. The library board held an 
open house November 9 to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the library. 


Racine. The Racine Public Library was 
the recipient this month of $5,000 left 
to the city of Racine “for library pur- 
poses only” by Mrs. Flora Erskine Miles, 
who died in 1928. 


Waunakee. “The November issue of 
Country Gentleman contains an article 
titled ‘4-H Village Library’ by Ruth 
Hogeland which tells the story of the 
rejuvenation of the Waunakee, Wis., li- 
brary by a group of 4-H youngsters 
which is as inspiring reading as we’ve 
run across this week.”——Wisconsin State 
Journal. 


Personal 


Antigo. Opal Ziemer, children’s librar- 
ian, resigned in October to go to the 
Dearborn, Michigan, Public Library as 
branch assistant. 

Edna Wu, a recent graduate of North- 
land College, is now children’s librarian. 


Ashland. Gladys Nourse, on leave from 
the staff of the Minneapolis Public Li- 
brary, is acting librarian during the ab- 
sence of Cecile M. Fennelly, who is re- 
covering from serious injuries received 
in an accident. 


Beaver Dam. Miss Hattie A. Doolittle, 
librarian for many years, died suddenly 
on November 25. 


Blair. Mrs. Buford Smith is the new li- 
brarian, succeeding Mrs. Cornell Grinde 
who died in August. 
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Bloomer. Mrs. Lilliane Lord is now li- 
brarian. 


Eau Claire. Mabel Von Berg, on leave 
from the Eau Claire staff is now in the 
Publicity Department of the Adjutant 
General’s office, Washington, D. C. 


Fond du Lac. Mrs. Roy Willis is acting 
children’s librarian following Miss Dun- 
don, who has returned to St. Louis. 


Fort Atkinson. Irene Varney was mar- 
ried to Oscar Metke in October. She con- 
tinues as librarian. 


Green Bay. Helen Kuhlman is assistant 
children’s librarian succeeding Beverly 
Hills. 

Stella Derksen, U. of Wis. L. S., is 
county assistant. 

Phyllis Mattlan, U. of Minn. L. S., 
formerly librarian of Anker Hospital, 
St. Paul, is hospital librarian succeeding 
Edith Mae Bennett. 


Greenwood. Mrs. Jessie S. Andrews, li- 
brarian since 1922, has resigned because 
of ill health and will make her home with 
her brother in Jamestown, North Da- 
kota. Mrs. Beatrice Clayton, formerly 
president of the library board, has been 
appointed librarian. 


Jefferson. Esther Friedel, librarian 
since 1927, has resigned. She will con- 
tinue to make her home in Jefferson. 
Kathleen Neis, children’s librarian at 
Watertown, has been appointed her suc- 
cessor. 


Lake Geneva. Mrs. Ethel M. Brann, on 
leave of absence as librarian, is on the 
faculty of the University of Wisconsin 
Library School for the school year 
1944-45. 


Madison Free Library. New appoint- 
ments to the staff include: 

Emma F. Bryan, formerly of the 
Springfield, Ill. Public Library. 

Dorothy Huston, formerly reference 
librarian at the Parmly Billings Library, 
Billings, Mont. 

Mrs. Dorothy Gustafson, formerly re- 
ference librarian at Drake University. 
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Madison. Truax Field. Carolyn Bind- 
er is the new librarian of Service Club 
No. 1, coming from Camp Grant where 
she has been librarian for the past four 
years. 

Florence Kuhn, formerly librarian at 
Fort Custer, U. of Wis. L. S. is librarian 
of the new library in process of being 
set up in Service Club No. 2. 


Manitowoc. Alberta Seiz, who has been 
cataloger at the Manitowoc Public Li- 
brary, has been appointed head librar- 
ian to succeed Doris M. Call who be- 
came librarian at Appleton in November. 

Charlotte Miller, U. of Wis. L. S., 
748, has been appointed cataloger to 
succeed Miss Seiz. 


Montfort. Harriet A. Chandler is the 
new librarian. 


Reedsburg. Marjorie M. Davies has re- 
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signed to take the position of librarian 
at Wisconsin Dells, her home town. 


Shawano. Mrs. Charles Veslak was one 
of the speakers on the program of the 
Minnesota Library Association at its an- 
nual meeting in St. Paul October 16. 
Her talk on the subject “The small pub- 
lic library” is being published in the De- 
cember issue of Minnesota Libraries. 


Washington Island. Mrs. Hans Baasch 
is the new librarian. 


Whitehall. The Whitehall Public Li- 
brary, temporarily closed for lack of a 
librarian following the sudden death of 
Mrs. W. A. Lieberg August 1, has been 
reopened with Mrs. Hulda Hanson as 
librarian. 


Wisconsin Dells. Mrs. Marjorie Landt 
Lapp has resigned as librarian to devote 
her time to her home. 


NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Books and Reading 


Strang, Ruth May and others. Gateways 
to readable books. 1944. 104p. Wil- 
son, $1.25. 028.5 


“An annotated graded list of books in many 
fields, for adolescents who find reading diffi- 
cult.” (Subtitle) Titles are arranged by subject, 
and annotated, with reading difficulty indicated 
for each, Every library doing work with young 
people will find it a valuable aid. 


Philosophy and Religion 


Cushman, Mary Floyd. Missionary doc- 
tor. 1944. 279p. illus. Harper, $2.75. 
266 or 916.73 


Church groups will take a special interest in 
this personal narrative of a medical missionary 
who went out to West Africa at the age of 52 
and remained there 20 years (1922-1942). Told 
in a matter of fact style, but provides a wealth 
of information about the country and an admir- 
able portrayal of the spirit of medical mission- 
ary service. War-time format. 


Fosdick, Harry Emerson. A great time 
to be alive. 1944, 235p. Harper, $2. 
252 


In the sermons preached since Dec. 7, 1941, 
the author has held courageously to his deep- 
est conviction, as summed up in the title of 
one of them: Keeping faith in persuasion in a 
world of coercion. 


Groves, Ernest R. Conserving marriage 
and the family. 1944. 1388p. Macmil- 
lan, $1.75. 173 


A book of counsel for those who are in doubt 
whether or not to get a divorce. Considers the 
common causes for divorce, with emphasis on 
hidden motives. Urges consultation with a mar- 
riage counselor and gives a list of agencies 
offering such service. 


See Booklist 41:71 N. 1 '44, 


Scherer, Paul. For we have this treasure. 
1944. 212p. Harper, $2. 251 


The epistles of Paul provide what the author 
refers to as “a ready-made frame work” for 
these five lectures delivered at Yale Divinity 
school in 1943. Evidences of wide reading in 
other fields add to their enrichment and, while 
the book is addressed primarily to preachers, it 
might appeal to lay readers also, Some of the 
suggestions in the two chapters on preparing 
and delivering the sermon might be followed by 
any one who speaks in public. 
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Social Problems 


Barton, Betsey. And now to live again. 
1944, 150p. Appleton, $1.75. 371.9 


Left paralyzed by an auto accident when she 
was a girl of sixteen, the author, who is Bruce 
Barton’s daughter, has now, ten years after, 
won her way back to partial recovery. Out of 
her experience she has written, not an auto- 
biography, but a book addressed directly to the 
reader, telling what she has learned of the 
physical, emotional and spiritual adjustments 
necessary in the process of re-education. Beau- 
tifully written, the book is inspirational, and 
at the same time is practical. Much is made of 
the work of the Institute tor the Crippled and 
Disabled in New York City, and the book should 
have a place in the library as a supplement to 
The veteran comes back by Waller, listed last 
month. 


Gordon, Manya. How to tell progress 
from reaction; roads to industrial 
democracy. 1944. 320p. Dutton, $3. 

331 


What the author does in this book, in brief, 
is to compare the progress toward better living 
in three capitalist countries—the U. S., Great 
Britain and Sweden—with conditions in the 
Soviet Union. The approach is somewhat round- 
about, beginning with a certain Mr. Hopewell 
who sets out to examine the basis of his life- 
long socialist convictions, beginning with a 
study of the theoretical utopias from Plato 
down, and proceeding to an examination of 
collectivism in action. On the whole is simply 
written and should interest any intelligent 
reader. 


Lydgate, William A. What America 
thinks. 1944. 167p. Crowell, $2.50. 
301.154 


Basing his conclusions on the polls conducted 
by the American Institute of Public Opinion, 
the author gives his impressions of what Amer- 
ica is thinking on such subjects as labor unions, 
the war, taxes, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
There is also an appraisal of the value of polls 
as a means of testing public opinion and a dis- 
cussion of How Americans think, with special 
reference to the influence of the press, radio, 
campaign speeches, newspaper editorials, com- 
ing to the conclusion that public opinion is not 
molded by words. It is produced by events. 


McWilliams, Carey. Prejudice; Japanese- 
Americans: symbol of racial intoler- 
ance. 1944. 8337p. Little, $3. 325.73 


The subject was touched on in the author’s 
Brothers under the skin but, since one chapter 
was inadequate to do due justice to the sub- 
ject, it is given more complete treatment here. 
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Mr. McWilliams traces the history of anti- 
Japanese feeling in California, tells who the 
Japanese-Americans are and gives in detail the 
history of the evacuation and the relocation 
centers. But, going farther, he shows the rela- 
tionship of the episode to the Pacific problem 
as a whole, and its bearing on our position and 
influence in the post-war world, At the same 
time he offers the book as a study of racial 
prejudice and the way in which it can be cre- 
ated and manipulated, 


See Booklist 41:72 N. 1 ’44, 


Phelps, Edith M., ed. University debat- 
ers’ annual. 1944. 342p. Wilson, $2.25. 
374 


Topics covered in this year’s annual are: The 
accelerated college program; Control of con- 
quered countries after the war; Reconstituting 
the League of Nations ; Inter-American coopera- 
tion; International police force; Permanent 
Federal price control; Permanent government 
economic controls; Lowering the voting age. 


Useful Arts 


Leyson, Burr W. Plastics in the world 
of tomorrow. 1944. 184p. Dutton, 
$2.50. 668 


One of the purposes of this book is to suggest 
the career openings offered in the new field of 
plastics, and beyond that to “give an authentic 
and comprehensive general survey of the plas- 
ties field.” In five parts: Careers in the plas- 
tics industry—the principal plastics—character- 
istics and industrial uses; Plastics in the air- 
craft industry; The fabrication of plastics; 
Specific uses of plastics in industries. The illus- 
trations are well chosen to supplement the text. 


Mezerik, A. G. Care and repair of build- 
ings and equipment. 1944, 221p. Har- 
per, $2.50. 648.5 


Much of the material in this book appeared 
in the magazine Hotel Management and was 
prepared with hotel administration in mind, but 
there is no reason why it should not be ap- 
plicable to smaller units as well (including pub- 
lic library buildings). Covers such subjects as 
cleaning and cleaning methods, the electrical 
system, plumbing and heating, furniture, in- 
terior maintenance, operation, and tools. 


Van Duser, Adelaide L. and others. The 
girl’s daily life. 1944. 646p. illus. Lip- 
pincott, $2.75. 640 


This text, intended for use with high school 
girls, is a completely revised and reset edition 
of the book by the same authors entitled Every- 
day living for girls (1936). Covers health, food, 
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clothing, home management, business and social 
behavior, leisure time, marriage as a career, 
and citizenship. Normal format and well illus- 
trated. 


Fine Arts 


Crane, Aimee, ed. Art in the armed 
forces, pictured by men in action. 
1944, 232p. illus. Scribner, $5. 759.1 


A selection of over 200 paintings represent- 
ing the work of 93 men and women, most of 
whom had been either professional artists or 
students of art before the war. The pictures 
portray “life in barracks, at camp, on leave, 
performance of duties, and effects of war, but 
comparatively few front-line action scenes.” 
(Booklist) A few are reproduced in color; most 
in black and white. 


See Booklist 41:73 N. 1 ’44. 


Hughes, William Leonard, and Williams, 
Jesse F. Sports, their organization and 
administration. 1944. 414p. Barnes, 
$4. 796 


Both theoretical and practical considerations 
on the subject of sports enter into the discus- 
sion in this book. The early chapters consider 
the place of sports in American life; the later 
one take up matters of organization and man- 
agement. Covers not only school and college 
activities, but recognizes the recent spread of 
sports into social organizations and industry. 


Menke, Frank G. Encyclopedia of sports. 
new ed. 1944. 628p. Barnes, $3.50. 
796 


Revised edition with corrections and additions 
of a comprehensive work published in 1938Y. 
The historical data covering records and cham- 
pionships in each field make it a valuable work 
for reference. 


Proskauer, Julien E. Puzzles for every- 
one. 1944. 176p. Harper, $2. 793.7 


All kinds of puzzles, some involving numbers, 
some words and letters, some requiring the use 
of coins, matches or string. May be worked in- 
dividually or in groups and should provide good 
fun for winter evenings. 


Cartoons 


Johnson, Crockett. Barnaby and Mr. 
O’Malley. 1944. 327p. illus. Holt, $2. 
741 


“Eight episodes from the popular newspaper 
comic strip about a little boy and his fairy god- 
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father. ... Adult and adolescent appeal rather 
than juvenile, but the book might be used with 
older children as a substitute for comic books.” 
—Booklist. 


See Booklist 41:73 N. 1 ’44. 


Williams, J. R. The bull of the woods. 
1944, unp. illus. Scribner, $1.25. 741 


These machine-shop cartoons taken from the 
syndicated newspaper feature Out our way have 
always been popular with men. Now that so 
many. both men and women, from all walks of 
life have had machine shop experience, the 
scope of this popularity may have widened. 


Literature 


Deutsch, Babette. Take them stranger. 
1944. 72p. Holt, $2. 811 or 821 


Overtones from the war and a skilful mastery 
of technique in modern rhythms mark these 
poems. Reprinted from such magazines as the 
Atlantic, Harper’s, Nation, Commonweal, and 
New Yorker. 


See Booklist 41 :380 O. 1 ’44. 


Pierce, Edith Lovejoy. In this our day. 
1944. 71p. Harper, $1.50. 811 or 821 


That many of these poems have appeared in 
such magazines as Christian Century, The 
Churchman, and Fellowship, as well as in the 
Saturday Review of Literature, and Poetry, a 
magazine of verse, is an indication of their 
character and quality. There is a strong re- 
ligious note in many, and a notable selection on 
themes of war and peace. 


History—Travel—Biography 


Barbour, Thomas. That vanishing Eden; 
a naturalist’s Florida. 1944. 250p. il- 
lus. Little, $2. 917.59 


The author of A naturalist at large (BUL- 
LETIN, N. 43), who has known and loved the 
Florida wilderness for many years, regrets in 
this book the passing of its natural beauty and 
the destruction of so much of its wild life. “it 
was an easy state for man to ruin, and he has 
ruined it with ruthless efficiency.’ Nevertheless 
some of the original character remains and 
there is much in this book to delight nature 
lovers as well as other Florida visitors who 
have had eyes to see. 


Brogon, D. W. The American character. 
1944, 169p. Knopf, $2.50. 917.3 


Not so much an analysis of the American 
character as a review of the circumstances 
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and forces by which that character has been 
shaped. Written for English readers, but since 
Americans have always liked to read what out- 
siders think of them, may have its greatest 
popularity with us. To his British audience the 
author said: “My object has been to make 
what I think is the most interesting country 
in the world interesting and intelligible to oth- 
ers. Above all, I have tried to make plain that 
there is no parallel in history to the experi- 
ment of free government on this scale.” 


A new edition of the author’s Government of 
the people (Harper, $4.) has been issued this 
year with 380 pages of new introductory com- 
ment. 


See Booklist 41:75 N. 1 °44, 


Coffin, Robert P. Tristram. Mainstays 
of Maine. 1944. 185p. Macmillan, $2. 
917.41 or 641 


A delightful book, full of Maine sunshine and 
snow, the salt smell of the Atlantic and per- 
fume of fir trees, and above all good Maine 
food. Chapters on Thanksgiving and Christmas 
and on living off the country in all tour seasons 
will be especially enjoyed, 


See Booklist 41:40 O. 1 °44. 


Crawford, W. Rex. A century of Latin- 
American thought. 1944. 320p. Har- 
vard, $3.50. 918 


A book for serious students of Latin-Amer- 
ican affairs, devoted to the leading thinkers 
and writers of the last century. The men treat- 
ed are those most highly regarded in toeir own 
countries, yet most of the names will be un- 
familiar; which in itself is an indication of 
the need for such a book. For larger libraries. 


See Booklist 41:57 O. 15 °44. 


Forbes, Rosita. Gypsy in the sun. 1944. 
8382p. illus. Dutton, $3.75. 921 


A fusion of autobiography, travel and pol- 
itics. It begins in the middle east, where the 
author was an early champion of the cause ot 
the Arabs, ranges over the Balkan states, Spain, 
Russia, South America and Mexico. Rather dif- 
fuse, not too well organized, but filled with in- 
teresting material. Ends with 1935 and is to be 
followed by a second book Appointment with 
destiny. 


Freeman, Douglas Southall. Lee’s lieu- 
tenants. v. 3. 1944. 862p. illus. Scrib- 
ner, $3. 973.73 


The third and final volume covers the period 
Gettysburg to Appomattox; with Information 
about the later careers of Lee’s generals in ap- 
pendices, There is also a rather extensive crit- 
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ical bibliography. The work now completed is 
for college and larger libraries. 


See Booklist 41 :56 O. 15 ’44. 


Gatti, Attilio. Mediterranean spotlights. 
1944, 1838p. illus. Scribner, $2.50. 
910.4 


Tascinating in both illustrations and text as 
well as informative, this is a book which al- 
most any library should find useful. Based on 
the author’s intimate knowledge of the region, 
it begins with the ancient civilization of Crete 
and comes down to the present days of “oil and 
turmoil.’”’ Covers Greece and the islands, Tur- 
key, Palestine, Sicily and the Italian peninsula, 
Iliustrated with photographs and airplane maps. 


Jaques, Florence Page. Snowshoe coun- 
try. 1944. 110p. illus. Univ. of Minne- 
sota Press, $3. 917.76 


This beautifully illustrated book is a com- 
panion volume to the earlier Canoe country 
(BULLETIN, Ja. ’39) for the author writes of 
winter experiences in that same region along 
the Minnesota-Canadian border. The reproduc- 
tions of 'rancis Lee Jaques’ pictures are almost 
more effective than the illustrations in the 
other books the two have done together, for 
their blacks and whites interpret so perfectly 
the spirit of winter. 


Johnson, Osa. Bride in the Solomons, 
1944. 246p. illus. Houghton, $3. 
919.35 


A more extended account of the first trip to 
the Solomons as a bride which was briefly out- 
lined in I married adventure. Osa was not yet 
a hardened explorer at that time, but showed 
the kind of stuff she was made of for all that. 
Some of the youthful zest is recaptured in this 
book, which has the added appeal of present 
interest in the region. Wartime format. 


Kraus, Rene. Winston Churchill in the 
mirror; his life in picture and story. 
1944, 2382p. illus. Dutton, $2.75. 921 


Churchill's life told in photographs and car- 
toons, with running commentary. 


See Booklist 41:76 N. 1 44. 


Pyle, Ernie. Brave men. 1944. 474p. 
Holt, $3. 940.53 


Ernie Pyle’s second book, based on his news- 
paper dispatches begins with Sicily in June, 
1943, and ends with a brief chapter written 
in France in August, 1944. Has the same warm- 
hearted quality as his first book, the same re- 
gard for the individual soldier, with an index 
this time to persons and places mentioned. 
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Strode, Hudson. Timeless Mexico. 1944. 
436p. Harcourt, $3.50. 972 


A well-written and readable history of Mex- 
ico made up in normal format with clear type 
and adequate margins. Part of its readability 
comes from the prominence given to personal- 
ities. As the author puts it: "Since history is 
largely the record of the lives of the men, good 
and bad, who made it, I have put the emphasis 
on the individuals who helped destiny shape 
events.” 


See Booklist 41:56 O. 15 °44. 


Invasion journal. 
940.53 


Tobin, Richard L. 
1944, 223p. Dutton, $2. 


“Day by day impressions from the author’s 
embarkation at New York in April through 
August, 1944. These are personal reactions ; 
. .- human interest stories; anecdotes relevant 
and irrelevent ; and trenchant comments on the 
war and the fighting men. Informal writing 
that supplements the account of Wertenbaker 
in Invasion,’’—Booklit. 


See Booklist 41:75 N. 1 °44. 
Fiction 


Bayliss, Marguerite. Bolinvar. 1944. 


3884p. Holt, $3. 


This novel of New Jersey and Virginia hunt- 
ing society in the early 19th century is pub- 
lished in book form after serialization in Ladies 
Home Journal. Concerns the inter-related lives 
of two young men who were cousins, There is 
a mystery about the birth of one of them, and 
the whole plot has an atmosphere of romantic 
improbability which may please some, annoy 
others. 


Buckmaster, Henrietta. Deep river. 1944. 
477p. Harcourt, $3. 


Anti-slavery feeling among the mountain peo- 
ple of the south is the theme of this novel by 
an author whose first book was a history of the 
underground railroad called Let my people go 
(BULLETIN, Ap. '41). The central character is 
Simon Bliss, a mountain man whose wife, Sav- 
anna, is from slave-holding people in the valley. 
Savanna’s adjustment to mountain ways is dif- 
ficult, but gradually she accepts her husband’s 
life as her own and comes also to his way of 
belief. A reader with southern sympathies may 
think it unjustly partisan. 


Cronin, A. J. The green years. 1944. 
8347p. Little, $2.50. 


This is a much simpler and less ambitious 
work than the author’s other novels. A story 
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of adolescence it covers ten years in the life of 
Robert Shannon, who after the death of his 
parents in Ireland comes to Scotland to live 
with his mother’s people. There is no room 
for Robie in the crowded household where every 
penny is counted with miserly thrift. There 
isn’t even a place for him to sleep. But to com- 
pensate for his miseries there is Grandpa. 
Grandpa (great grandfather really) is a mem- 
orable character, vain and boastful and intem- 
perate, but one who understands small boys, and 
who, in the end, with one magnificent gesture, 
settles the problem of Robert’s future. 


De la Roche, Mazo. The building of Jal- 
na. 1944, 366p. Little, $2.50. 


Readers of the Jalna books may now go back 
to the beginning and meet Adeline as a young 
women and Boney, who is to accompany her on 
into old age, as a youthful parrot. After a 
somewhat hasty summary of the return from 
India, where she had married handsome Philip 
Whiteoak, and of visits in London and Ireland, 
the story really gets under way with the voy- 
age to the new world, the discomforts of which 
should have been enough to tax even Adeline’s 
vitality. With the arrival in the Ontario wil- 
derness, where the new Jalna ig to arise, every 
reader of the earlier books will feel at home. 
New readers may begin with this one and work 
their way down the list. They will find Adeline 
a consistent character throughout. 


Foley, Martha, ed. The best American 
short stories. 1944. 468p. Houghton, 
$2.75. 


Many new names show up in the table of 
contents this year, the editor pointing out that 
“more new short story writers have appeared 
during the past year than for many previous 
years.” On the other hand, she finds that many 
writers formerly highly regarded have descend- 
ed into “commercialism,” and that “in the last 
year the large circulation magazines published 
fewer stories of literary worth than they have 
in many years.”’ Buy where there is continued 
interest in short story trends or to keep up a 
complete file of this series. 


See Booklist 41:58 O. 15 44. 


Spring, Howard. Hard facts. 1944 2838p. 
Viking, $2.50. 


Two themes run through this story of in- 
dustrial Manchester and its wretched slums. 
One is the establishment and immediate success 
of a cheap newspaper, called Hard facts; the 
other follows the career of Theo Chrystal, a 
conventional young curate assigned to a slum 
parish. The two themes are merged through the 
person of Alex Dillworth, rebellious editor of 
the paper, and his sister Elsie. Knowing noth- 
ing of her past, Theo falls in love with Elsie, 
and the story, which is slow moving, works up 
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to its climax when Theo learns the truth about 
her, that for a time, as a result of brutal home 
conditions, she has been forced to earn a living 
on the streets. Sordid conditions are pictured, 
but the story holds to a high plane and should 
not give offense. 


See Booklist 41:42 O. 1 ’44, 


Stewart, Catherine Pomeroy. So thick 
the fog. 1944. 246p. Scribner, $2.50. 


This story of an aristocratic French family 
sent to Brittany for safety early in the war is 
told in the first person by the mother, who has 
reluctantly left her husband behind in Paris. 
The supposed safety is soon proved illusory, for 
they find themselves shortly under Nazi dom- 
ination. How the various members of the fam- 
ily react to the situation, one of the boys be- 
coming a Nazi convert, is the substance of what 
follows, 


See Booklist 41:24 8S, °44, 


Walker, Dorothy Pierce. Dr. Whitney’s 
secretary. 1944. 254p. Macrae, $2. 


A better-than-average light novel in which 
the popular doctor-and-nurse theme is developed 
with some new variations against a background 
of local public health problems and questions 
of professional integrity. 


Children’s Books 


Bechdolt, Jack and Merwin, Decie. Dul- 
cie and her donkey. 1944. unp. illus. 
Dutton, bds., $1.50. 


Four short episodes to follow the stories told 
in Dulcie, or half a yard of linsey-woolsey. 
(BULLETIN, Je. ’°43) Charming make-up, board 
binding; grades 2 to 3, 


Big book of Halloween entertainments. 
1944, 2438p. Beckley-Cardy, $1.50. 
394 


New material for Halloween programs in 
schools, consisting of Plays, Poems and Novel- 
ties. The inclusion of a few poems to be recited 
by a verse choir is an interesting innovation 
which opens up many possibilities. Should be 
useful in any library and especially popular 
with rural teachers. 


Brown, Paul. Hi Guy; the Cinderella 
horse. 1944. unp. illus. Scribner, $2. 


Robin is a horse who has come down in the 
world, until he finally lands in the village 
pound and is about to be shot when the owner 
of a riding academy decides to take a chance 
and offers five dollars for him. Robin has no 
way of telling his name or of revealing his 
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past, but with feeding and care his past re- 
veals itself and it turns out that is an experi- 
enced ‘jumper,’ so justifying the new name the 
children have given him, At this point the in- 
terest shifts to the blue ribbons and honors he 
wins for his new owners. Wili help meet the 
demand for horse stories, although it is some- 
what disappointing. 


Chalmers, Audrey. I had a penny. 1944. 
unp. illus. Viking, bds., $1. 


I had a penny 

And I went out. 

I walked down the street 
And turned about. 


I looked to the left, 
Then to the right, 
And I crossed the road 
With the traffic light. 

This simple rhymed narrative of the adven- 
ture of spending a penny may be read aloud to 
the littlest children, or given to those some- 
what older to read for themselves. 


See Booklist 41:61 O, 15 °44. 


Eaton, Anne Thaxter, comp. The ani- 
mals’ Christmas. 1944. 124p. illus. 
Viking, $2. 394 


The compiler, who has been interested for a 
long time in the part which animals have played 
in Christmas lore, has brought together here a 
collection of such legends, in both prose and 
verse, making a distinguished addition to the 
shelf of Christmas material. The decorative il- 
lustrations in green and white by Valenti An- 
gelo have a pleasing simplicity that is quite 
in keeping. 


Estes, Eleanor. The hundred dresses. 
1944. 80p. illus. Harcourt, $2.50. 


The unthinking cruelty of children toward 
one of their number who is just a little differ- 
ent from the usual pattern is well brought out 
in this story of the merriment occasioned among 
the girls of Room 13 by Olga Petronski’s state- 
ment that she has 100 dresses in her closet at 
home. Olga Petronski who has only one faded 
blue dress to her name! The 100 dresses turn 
out to be beautiful costume designs which win 
a prize in a contest, but by this time Olga and 
her foreign family have moved away and the 
girls see no way of making amends. In the end 
it turns out that Olga is the one to show a 
generous spirit. A good book for 5th-6th grade 
girls to read and think about. 


Foster, Genevieve. Abraham Lincoln’s 
world. 1944, 347p. illus. Scribner, $3. 
909 


A book on the same plan as the author’s 
George Washington’s world and quite as suc- 
cessfully carried out. Using the epochs of Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s life as a base, spreads out to 
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show what was happening elsewhere in the 
world at the same time, a most admirable de- 
vice for presenting history to young people; 
5th-6th grades and up. 


McNeer, May. The story of California. 
1944. unp. illus. Harper, $1.50. 979.4 


Similar to the author’s Story of the Great 
Plains, and the books on the Great Lakes, the 
Pennsylvania Dutch. Oversize, bound in boards, 
and gorgeously illustrated; with text suitable 
for about 5th grade. 


Milhous, Katherine. The first Christmas 
crib. 1944. 47p. illus. Scribner, bds., 
$1.25. 894 


Legend attributes the first Christmas creche 
to St. Francis of Assissi. The story is retold 
here with much charm and with illustrations 
in keeping with its character. 


Mother Goose; with pictures by Tasha 
Tudor. 1944. 87p. illus. Oxford, $2. 


In comparison with the Tall Mother Goose 
and other brilliantly colored editions, this book 
has delicate charm and old-fashioned flavor. 
Some of the verses included may not be strict 
Mother Goose, but they are sufficiently tradi- 
tional to pass. An attractive book to add to the 
parents’ shelf. Cloth binding, size 6% x 7% in. 


Pauli, Hertha. The story of the Christ- 
mas tree. 1944. 69p. illus. Houghton, 
$2. 394 


The Christmas tree is a gift of German im- 
migrants to America. In the year 1851 a Ger- 
man pastor of a small congregation in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, set up a tree in his church, lighted 
it with candles and decorated it with orna- 
ments, only to find the community looked ask- 
ance at this introduction of heathen customs. 
Astonished at this reception, he sets himself to 
learn the origin of the Christmas tree, and 
from this point the narrative goes back in time 
to relate some of the steps revealed in his 
search. This device is sometimes confusing, but 
the book contains much of interest and his- 
torical value. 


Pratt, Margaret, Grover, Frederick, and 
Rifkin, Lillian. When I grow up I'll 
be a teacher. 1944, 45p. illus. Loth- 
rop, bds., $1. 871 or 371.42 


Since children know something about teachers 
and schools to begin with, this should be one 
of the most successful of the books in this 
elementary career series. Seeing the situation 
from the other side may also be a wholesome 
experience. Emphasis is on the elementary 
grades but the requirements for teaching special 
subjects in high school are also covered. The 
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photographic illustrations are well chosen and 
the book could be used anywhere from 5th grade 
up. 


Sawyer, Ruth. The Christmas Anna an- 
gel. 1944. 48p. illus. Viking, $2. 


This Christmas story was told to the author 
by a friend to whom it all happened one Christ- 
mas day in Hungary many years ago. Of course 
it was quite possible that Anna’s mother had 
hidden some of the white flour in a place where 
the soldiers wouldn’t look, and that the angel 
was only a dream. But Anna would always be- 
lieve that it was her own particular angel who 
came down to bake the cakes on Christmas eve. 
At least, the cakes were there next morning. 
Colorfully illustrated by Kate Seredy, a quite 
charming story. 


Wagoner, Jean Brown. Jane Addams, 
little lame girl. 1944. 192p. Bobbs, 
$1.50. 921 


As in other books in this series, emphasis is 
on early childhood. Slight incidents taken from 
Miss Addams’ writings and other sources are 
elaborated and fictionized, making a readable 
narrative for younger children. Perhaps Jane 
is made a little too vivacious, and the account 
of her later social services might have been 
somewhat more adequate, 


Wheeler, Opal. Sing for America. 1944. 
127p. illus. Dutton, bds., $3. 784.8 


In a format like that of her popular Sing 
for Christmas of last year, the author brings 
together a collection of typically American 
songs: patriotic songs, such as Yankee Doodle, 
Columbia the gem of the ocean; negro spiritu 
als, like Little David play on your harp; south- 
ern ballads, cowboy songs, and songs of senti- 
ment. Each selection is preceded by introduc- 
tory text and, as in the first book, the illustra- 
tions are by Tenggren. Two attractive books, 
but expensive with their board bindings. 


Junior and Senior High 


Chute, B. J. Shift to the right. 1944. 
231p. Macmillan, $2. 


The author of Camp hero and other books 
for boys has brought together a collection of 
his own sports stories, There are stories of 
baseball, basket ball, tennis, football, winter 
sports, and summer camps, all well written with 
emphasis on character traits in addition to the 
sports interest. 


Dalgliesh, Alice. The silver pencil. 1944. 
2383p. Scribner, $2.50. 


This story for older girls is quite plainly 
autobiographical, for the incidents follow those 
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of the author’s own life. Jane Laidlaw spends 
her childhood on the tropical island of Trini- 
dad, is sent to England to school, and later 
comes to the United States for training as a 
kindergarten teacher. The silver pencil her 
father gives her as a little girl proves to be 
a good omen, for Janet becomes in time a suc- 
cessful writer for children, as well as a success- 
ful teacher. Makes an admirable career book in 
the field of teaching. 


Garst, Shannon, Custer, fighter of the 
plains. 1944, 3483p. Messner, $2.50. 

921 

Emphasis is on the dashing qualities in Gen- 

eral Custer’s character. The Booklist says, ‘‘Not 


outstanding, but readable; especially suitable 
for slow readers,” 


See Booklist 40:343 Je. 1 ’44. 


Long, Laura A. Fuss ’n’ feathers; a life 
of Winfield T. Scott. 1944. 227p. 
Longmans, $2. 921 


Biography of an American general whose 
military career took in the War of 1812, the 
Mexican war, and Indian warfare on the plains. 


Tharp, Louise Hall. Champlain, north- 
west voyager. 1944. 250p. illus. Little, 
$2. 921 


A vivid presentation of the career of Samuel 
de Champlain, in France and in the new world, 
in attractive format, with stirring illustrations, 


Tunis, John R. Yea! Wildcats. 1944. 
257p. Harcourt, $2. 


The Indiana state basket ball tournaments 
form the background for this new story and 
the emphasis is on the growing commercializa- 
tion of high school basket ball. Don Hender- 
son, a young coach, who has made a success in 
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a small union high school, comes to one of the 
big towns and for the first time gets an insight 
into the extent to which business men control 
the situation. Coaches are hired and fired as 
they dictate. High school students are crowded 
out at the games. Big money is involved, both 
in gambling and in ticket speculation. May not 
be as popular with boys as some of the other 
books, but is worth thoughtful reading. 


Weston, May Forth. The great pathfind- 
er; the story of Jedediah Smith. 1944. 
212p. McBride, $2. 921 


Among the explorers who opened up the con- 
tinent west of the Mississippi, Jedediah Smith 
was outstanding for both character and achieve- 
ment. He appeared in a work of fiction last 
year (see Allen, M. P. The Sun Trail (BuL- 


LETIN, Ja. '44), Now we have this well-written 
biography which reads as interestingly as fic- 
tion. 


Wood, L. N. Raymond L. Ditmars. 1944. 
272p. illus. Messner, $2.50. 921 


The full title reads: Raymond L. Ditmars; 
his exciting life with reptiles, animals and in- 
sects, and the book is especially designed to 
appeal to boys and girls of like scientific tastes. 
Illustrated from photographs. a Junior Guild 
choice. 


Worth, Kathryn. New worlds for Josie. 
1944, 207p. Doubleday, $2. 


Two American girls in a boarding school in 
Switzerland find it difficult to understand the 
open hostility of the other girls. Later it ap- 
pears that the bad impression made by two 
Americans. who had been in the school earlier 
is responsible, and gradually friendships devel- 
op. European and American manners and ideas 
are contrasted and there is a slight love inter- 
est. A Junior Guild selection. 


LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENTS 


According to law each public library may receive the official documents of the 


legislative session upon request. 


Address the chief clerks of the Senate and Assembly as soon as the legislature 


convenes on January 10. 
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COUNCIL ON BOOKS IN WARTIME 


Eleventh List 
Americans in War and Peace 


The time for decision, by Sumner 
Welles. Harper, $3. 


U. S. War Aims, by Walter Lippmann. 
Little, $1.50. 


State of the Nation, by John Dos Passos. 
Houghton, $3. 


The great decision, by James T. Shot- 
well. Macmillan, $3. 


Artist at war, by George Biddle. Viking, 
$3.50. 


A walk in the sun, by Harry Brown. 
Knopf, $2. 


War below zero, by Bernt Balchen and 
others. Houghton, $2. 


War atlas for Americans. Simon & §S., 
pa., $1; bds., $2.50. 


The Rest of the World 


Argentine diary, by Ray Josephs. Ran- 
dom, $3. 


Look at the world, by Richard Edes Har- 
rison. Knopf, bds., $3.50. 


The Nazis go underground, by Curt 
Riess. Doubleday, $2.50. 


Army of shadows, by Joseph Kessel. 
Knopf, $2. 


The gravediggers of France, by Per- 
tinax. Doubleday, $6. 

Headquarters Budapest, by Robert Par- 
ker. Farrar, $3. 


Onward to victory, by Winston S. 
Churchill. Little, $3.50. 


Traveler from Tokyo, by John Morris. 
Sheridan, $2.75. 
Twelfth List 
Imperative 
People on our side, by Edgar Snow. 
Random, $3.50. 
Recommended 
Your school, your children, by Marie 
Syrkin. Fischer, $2.50. 


Journey through chaos, by Agnes E. 
Meyer. Harcourt, $3. 


Some of my best friends are soldiers, 
by Margaret Halsey. Simon & &., 
$2.50. 


The last voyage of the Quien Sabe, by 
Lars Skattebol. Harper, $2.50. 


When Johnny comes marching home, by 
Dixon Wecter. Houghton, $3. 


Our Army at war. Harper, $3. 


Still time to die, by Jack Belden. Har- 
per, $3. 

The green continent, by German Ar- 
ciniegas. Knopf, $3.50. 


The American character, by D. W. Bro- 
gan. Knopf, $2.50. 


Your kids and mine, by Joe E. Brown. 
Doubleday, $2. 


Five arrows, by Allan Chase. Random, 
$2.50. 


Valley of the sky, by Hobert Skidmore. 
Houghton, $2. 


Until they eat stones, by Russell Brines. 
Lippincott, $3. 
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SPEAKING FOR TRUSTEES 
A Statement of Objectives Prepared by the A. L. A. Trustees Division 


The trustee who realizes the scope of library planning for the postwar world must 
thrill at the thought of the opportunities ahead and quake in sober realization of 
his responsibility. For the library is in process of rapid change. The comfortable 
routine of the Board meeting—hearing bids, authorizing the purchase of books and 
coal, paying bills, hiring librarians, learning of circulation gains—has been dis- 
turbed. The community has asked of all its agencies, ““‘What can you do to help with 
the problems of demobilization and rehabilitation?’’ Now the library is taking in- 
ventory of its material and personnel, meeting with other agencies for cooperative 
planning, developing new policies, reeducating itself to a more dynamic participa- 
tion in community affairs. The trustee as representative from his community and 
spokesman for it on the Board is forced to do some hard and constructive thinking. 
The librarian in the urgency of the time will need each trustee as never before, and 
the trustees must not fail to be of service. 


The Trustee Studies Community Needs 


No trustee can expect to meet new conditions and help solve problems without 
study. Therefore, the trustee will study. He will join the A. L. A. and the state 
trustees’ associations, if he has not already done so, and will use these services and 
their published materials to widen his vision and to learn what other libraries in a 
situation like that of his own are doing. He will pay particular attention to the series 
of publications on postwar library planning and to new developments in library 
standards. 


He will attend meetings of the A. L. A. Trustees’ Division and state trustees’ 
associations, when he can, so that he may get perspective on his job and contribute 
from his experience. 

He will inform himself as to the needs of his community for demobilization and 
rehabilitation, for youth guidance and for adult education, for social planning and 
better housing; he will study the relations of the library to these needs; he will 
take an active part in seeing that the library plans are coordinated with the plans of 
other agencies and that the library carries its share of the load in the working out 
of plans. 

He will require of the librarian reports of the library’s activities as well as of its 
expenditures, and will study these reports. 

Having studied the needs of his community, the resources of his library, and the 
qualifications of the library staff, he will even go to the length of attempting to help 
formulate in writing a statement of the policies of the Board, in an effort to think 
through plans for library service. Like any builder, he will feel the need of a 
blueprint. 

He will be especially careful in the choice of new staff members, studying quali- 
fications in the light of the library’s philosophy and its plans. 

He will study how to improve both the amount and the quality of library service, 
and will not shy from approving new services such as all up-to-date vocational in- 
formation collection, the placing of technical or professional collections in plants 
and office-buildings, the use of bookmobiles to reach out-lying districts, the installa- 
tion of rooms for the use of audio-visual materials or from discarding out-of-date 
materials, as the need requires. 

He will interpret the library to the community, explaining its services and its 
needs, gaining support for its program, and helping to secure an adequate tax levy. 
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He will study to make himself genuinely useful to the librarian, remembering 
always, of course, that it is the librarian who is the administrator of the library, 
not he. 


The Trustee Widens His View and His Scope of Service 


Nor will the trustee limit his concern to his own community. The better the li- 
brary service there, the more zealous will he be in helping to extend service to the 
85,000,000 people in the United States who are without library service. It may be 
possible for his own library to establish small branches, bookmobile service or trail- 
er stations in outlying districts. If it is, the trustee will be alert to the need and to 
the possibility of extending the usefulness of his institution. 


He will realize that trustees are potentially the strongest force in this movement 
since they are numerically the largest group connected with libraries. 


He will therefore work through the library association of his own state and 
through the A. L. A. for wider library coverage, especially in rural districts; for or- 
ganized regional planning that will consolidate services and make full use of exist- 
ing agencies; and for state support for a program of extension. 


He will consider the plight of the lone librarian in the small town, and will work 
to build up a strong state library agency which can offer her expert advice, on call. 


THE TRUSTEE’S PLEDGE 


TO THE END THAT HE MAY FULFILL HIS LEGAL OBLIGATIONS AND 
MAY CONTRIBUTE TO THE LIBRARY’S SUCCESS IN MEETING THE CHAL- 
LENGING DEMANDS OF THE TIME, BOTH IN THE COMMUNITY AND IN 


THE NATION, THE TRUSTEE AFFIRMS HIS INTENTION OF BRINGING TO 
HIS JOB ALL THE INTELLIGENCE, ENERGY, AND ENTHUSIASM THAT HE 
CAN COMMAND. 
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